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An Accompt of fome Books : 

I, PHJR^MACEUtlCE RATION A LIS,Jive Diatriba de ME - 
DICAMENTORUM. OPERaTIONIBUS in Humane Cor - 
fore ; Pars Secunda ; jtuth. Tho. Willis M. D. &c. E Theatre 
Sheldoniano. 1675. 

T His Learned and Worthy Author (whole Death may certain¬ 
ly be reputed a publick lofs,and a detriment to the very Fa¬ 
culty of Phyfick 5 )faw but a very few dayes before bis deceafe 
this Book of his finished in thePrefs 5 to which, if Heaven had 
thought good to have fpared him longer amongfl: us, he would 
doubtlefs have added many other Philofophica! and ufeful Pieces, 
for the improvement of Knowledge and the Art of Phyfick, But 
fince that is denied us, we muff content our felves with what he 
hath left behind, which indeedis of very great value, and fpeaks 
the Learning and Merit of the Author to admiration. 

He had not long fince publifh’t the FirJI part of this Argument, of 
which an Account was given in Numb 99. of thefe Tracts: We have 
now before us the Second fart thereof, wherein the Author under¬ 
takes to give a Reafon of theOperation of fuch Remedies as have 
arefpeftto fome Peculiar part of the Body, or to fomeSingular 
Difeafe, and are by fome Specifique virtue or operation directed 
totbofeEnds: And in doing this, he chiefly inquires into the 
Reafon and Manner of the Operation of fuch Medicins as are Pe- 
ftorat, wont to be preferibed againft Coughs, Confumptions, Ca- 
tharr’s, Afthma’s, and the like morbid Affefiions of the Thorax. 

To this he premifes,as a Ground* work, the Ana tome and Con- 
fideration of the ftrufture of thofe Parts, their Ufes and Fun- 
flions. 

In the Anatomical part, he doth with admirable curiofity and in¬ 
comparable accuracy deferibe and difeourfe upon the wonderful 
Fabriqueof the Lungs, which, with the Excellent Malpighius,he 
makes to be, in their whole fubflance, fiftulous, and compofed of 
nothing but tubes of different kinds and fizes 5 which, though they 
feem to be ftrangely complicated, and variously perplexed,yet are 
every where continuous, and running out with a mutual relation 
and habitude to one another, do orderly and regularly convey and 
difpofe up and down the Air, Blood, Lyropha, and Animal Spirits, 
for their feveral and refpeftive Ufes, Thefe 
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Thefe par’s are reprefented by very exatt Figures, and the mat¬ 
ter for thefe Figures is furnifh’t by the Ingenious and Diligent Dr.. 
Edmund King ,. with great skill and dexterity; as the Author him- 
felf acknowledges in the Dedication of this Book. 

From the Conformation of the Lungs and the parts andVeffeis 
thereof, the Author infers, that the Ufe of the Lungs feems to him 
to be; That the Blood may bethrough thefmalier Veffels, like fo 
many little rivulets, difplayedand expofed in all its parts, and 
all thefe partsmeecwith the Nitrous particles of the Air, and be 
infpired with Vitality from the fame. 

Having explained the Organs of Refpiration,he fearches into the 
Caufeof thatconftant viciffitude of the Syjlole and Dujiole ; and 
having afligned it to be the Animal Spirits, rufhing out of the ten¬ 
dons into the carneous fibres, to perform the Contraftion of the 
Mufcles,and receding back out of thefe into thofe, to perform their 
Relaxation : Having, I fay, done this, he fliews the different caufe 
of the Spontaneous aud themeeri^a/wr-*/ fun&ion in Animals, deri- 
-ving the former from thofe Animil Spirits that are difpeos’d by 
the Cerebrum $ the Utter from thofe that are furnifh't by the Cere¬ 
bellum ; proving withal, that Refpiradon is, as’twere,a mix'd work 
partaking of both functions, the fpontaneous and natural. 

After the examination of the ftru&ure of the Lungs and the Parts 
thereof, ferving for Motion and the entertainment of Life; he pro¬ 
ceeds to confider the various ways and accidents, by which that 
manifold apparatus of organs may be vitiated , and confequently 
the functions, depending therefrom, perverted; efteeming,that this 
Pneumonique Engin, lodged in the bread, whereby the Air being 
infpired, we maintain the life of the blood and its motion and heat, 
is exceedingly fubjeft to depravation ; as a Watch that is with 
great Art compofed of a fpring, ballance, wheeles, firings, 8cc. is 
very liable to diforder. 

Heredie fliews, How the Ufes and Ends of Refpiration may be 
fpoiled; which is done chiefly two ways: Fir ft, when the Blood 
does not duly circulate through the Heart and the Pneumonique 
VefTels 5 which may fometimes be caus’d within the right ventri¬ 
cle of the heart,or the Pneumonique Arteries,fometimes alfo with¬ 
in the left ventricle, or the pulmonary veins: Secondly , when the 
Air is either not duly infpired and expired in or out of the Wind¬ 
pipe and its branches; Of each of which as there are various 

cafes, 



( 5 ° 7 ) 

cafes, and caufes,and ways, fo the chief of them are here learned¬ 
ly difcufled ; with an Animadverfion on the Sylvian opinion con¬ 
cerning the bloods effervefcence in the Lungs. Here occur vari¬ 
ous Inquiriesji.How the blood may be impeded Sometimes by too 
little, fometimes by too great,an accenfion; fometimes alfo by the 
depravation of it’s Crajis, the texture of it being often tooloofe 
(whence ftore of ferofity,and corruptive miafmata aredepofited 
in the Lungs) oftengoo clofe (whence arife Fevers, Pleurifies, Pe¬ 
ripneumonia’s.) a. ftow the blood may be impeded by the fault of 
the Heart, when the Spirits of it are either deficient or move irre¬ 
gularly. 3. How it may be hindered by the obftruftion of the paf- 
fages, which may alfo happen divers ways, and from divers cau- 
fes. 4. How it may be impeded by the Air,either wanting,or corv 
rupted: Where are noted the defefts and vices of the Air,and the 
many obftruftions and other ill effefts proceeding from thence, 
amongft which are Catharrs,Asthma’s,Coughs, Atrophies or Con- 
fumpcions. 

Thefe things being difpatched, be advances to the chief defign 
of this work, which is the Pathology , and treats largely of the re¬ 
medies proper to cure thofe indifpofitions and difeafes of the tho¬ 
rax, and to render an Accompt of the manner of their opera¬ 
tion. 

And in this part he confiders the origine, nature, fymptoms 
and remedies of the fevera! forts of PHTHYSICAL maladies, of 
Blood-fpitting, Peripneumonia’s, Pleurifies, Empyema’s, Afthma’s, 
Thoracical Dropfies. In all which the Reader will find many confi- 
derable particulars, touching Tabifique matter and it’s caufes $ as 
alfo concerning Tranfpiration impeded; the various Incongruities 
of the infpired Air; the Congruity of a fiilphureous Air,and of ful- 
phureousMedicines toConfumptive bodies,with the reafon there¬ 
of: Further,concerning ftrange forts of Coughs, and their Cures;, 
divers grievous Afthma's, and feme convulfive ones,and the way of 
curing them; a very odd cafe of an Afcites in the Breaft, caufed 
by the rupture of forne Lymphedufts there, follow'd by an audi¬ 
ble dropping of the Liquor into the cavity of the part. And,as this 
Difeafeof the Peftoral Dropfie, foall others of the Thorax here 
difeourfed of,are illuftrated with very remarkable Cafes andHi- 
ftories. 

In tbenext Seif ion, the Author confiders the Difeafes of the 
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J'ifiera, and delivers the Remedies, and Ways, and Reafons of Co¬ 
ring them,as of the former. Here occurs Jirfi the Werus, together 
with Sylvius*s and the Author’s opinion touching the Caufe 
thereof ; to which are fubjoyned the Sylvian Empirical remedies 
of the fame, together with the Authors method of performing the 
Cure thereof. Secondly, the Dropfy, and the various kinds, diffe¬ 
rences, caufes and cures of it ; with a Note, that the Tympanites is 
properly no fpecies of Dropfy, nor caufed from Winds, but from 
an inordinate Inflation of the membranous parts , caufed by the 
difordered Animal Spirits influencing thofe vifeera. 

in the following Seflion, he treats firjl^of Fhiebotomy/iCs Ufes 
and Effefts ; whether tobeufed in continual putrid Fevers s what 
Cautions to beobferved in Blood letting,in regard of the part to 
be open’d, as a!fo in refpect of the Difeafe, Age, Quantity, drc ; 
why in foate Cafes ’tis not at all to be ufed j why, when made too 
fparingly , 'tis often noxious and heightens the Fever, &c. Se¬ 
condly, of Hamorrhagies, why not always to be flopped, and how 
many ways they may be flopped. Thirdly , of Vejtcatories , their va¬ 
rieties, ufes and effefls, and with what Conftitutions they 
agree beft, and with which not at all. Fourthly , of Fifala’s or 
Iflues, viz. what Humors they evacuate; in what difeafes they are 
moft conducive 5 and for what bodies they are not convenient; 
with a Note upon that vulgar Error, which infinuates, that Ijfues 
difpofe to barrennefl. Fifthly , of Cutaneous Difeafes ; their va¬ 
rieties and cures; and particularly of the Ffora, and its nature, 0- 
rigine,cure. Sixthly , of the impetigo or Lepra Gracorum,its rife, 
property,and remedies. 

To fum up all, the Author hath firjl , with great care 
and exaflnefs viewed in the human Body thofe Parts and 
Places where the Medicines are to perform their operation : 
Then he hath been follicitous, according to the phenomena of all 
and every part,difcover’d by bis Anatomical Obfer vat ion, toren- 
de folid and genu in hypothecs of the Difeafes, by him defigned to 
cure; and having made it his bufinefs to derive the Caufes of Ma¬ 
ladies from their very Sources, he hath every where endeavoured 
to fliew from what difpofltion of Blood and Humors, from what 
affefiion of Animal Spirits, and from what conftitution of Fibers 
and other folid parts, every ficknefs he treats of proceeds. And 
having laid thofe things for a folid foundation, to build thereupon 
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a firm fuperftruflure of his Pharmacenticc, he hath laftly deliver’d 
abundance of Medicaments, refpefling thofe examined Parrs and 
Regions of the body, and their peculiar Indifpofitions; which 
Remedies are both Simple and Compounded,Old and New, Dog- 
matiqueandEmpirique : Of the preparations, operations and 
-effe&s of all which he fubjoyns their refpe&ive Reafons. 


II. COLLEGIUM EXPERlMENTLE five CURIO SUM, 
in quo primana hujus Seculi Invent a & Experiment a Phyfico- 
^Mathematica, ji. 1672. quibufdam Naturee Scrutatortbm fpe- 
61 And a exhibuit (p ad caufas fuas naturales demonfir ativa me- 
thodo reduxit Johannes Chriftopborus Sturmius, Mathem . at 
Phjrf. in Academ. All dor fin a Prof. P, (pc. Norimbergs, A, 16 76. 
in 4 0 . 


T He Learned Author of this Piece , in the Invitation he 
made to fome Students in Pbilofophy, at Alt orf in Germany , 
importing that they would lift themfeives under his conduft for 
the Examination and Confideration of fotneof thofe Difcoveries 
and Experiments made of lare years, takes notice, that in this 
one Age, not yet elapfed, there hath been a far greater progref, 
made in Natural Philofophy, than in many Ages before, and 
that by means of that happy Experimental Me;hod , embraced 
andexercifed by the Royal Societies of England and France , and 
the noble Coliedgesof Rome , Florence , Venice, 6 m c. by which Me¬ 
thod, he faith, the Difputacious way of wrangling about mere 
Scholaftical and fiuitlefs notions being laid afide. Things them- 
Pelves from the inmoft Recedes of Nature have been fearcbed in¬ 
to, and not a few of them difeover’d and brought to light. 
Of which that he might enanrurand pofiefs his Auditors, he 
refolved to take the pains of propofing and explaining them 
to thofe that were inclined to fuch Studies j and having fo 
done, to make publick therefult of ad thofe particulars; Which 
is the thing be hath now executed in this Volume ; Wherein the 
Reader will find XVI Ejfays , of a Thilofophica! Nature, by him 
treated of; which he acknowledges to have been, at Jeaft for 
the moft part, handled, experimented and difeourfed of, by 
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fome of the rnoft Eminent Philofophers of this Age; amongft 
whom he names the Ifluftrious Bacon , Des Cartes , Torricelli, 
Boyle, Bober val, Faftfral , Huge ns, and Guerick. 

Of thefe XVI EfFays, 

The firjf, reprefents and explains the Diving Bell, its Stru¬ 
cture and Ufe. 

The fecond , exhihits the chief Optique Phenomena of a Dark- 
ned chamber, and fhews their Caufes. 

The third, relates the EffeCts of the Barofcope or the Tor¬ 
ricellian Quickfilver-Tube, and withal gives the reafons of 
them. 

The fourth, (hews fome Experiments of fome merallin weights 
floating, and without any other fupporc freely pendulous in Wa¬ 
ter and Air ; reducing them to their Caufes. 

The fifth , reprefents both to the Eye and the Underftanding 
fome other Hydroftatical Phcenomena, about Glafs-bubles, at 
firft floating on the l'urface of the water, and afterwards fubfiding 
by affufed oyl,c£*f. 

The fixtb, deducesfotne CcnfeClaries from the before averted 
Spring and Weight of the ever-gravitating Air; and thofe 
very Gonfedaries prov'd by the fenfe of the Eyes them- 
felves. 

The feventh , contains fome Experiments of a Glafs-Tube, 
fix and thirty feet high , filled with water, and declares 
their Caufes from the a Equilibrium of the Air and fo much 
Water. 

The eighth , (hews fome Phenomena in very flender or nar¬ 
row Tubes, viz,, the Afcent of water in them above its other 
fuperficies ; fubjoining withal the reafon thereof. 

The ninth, exhibits the Effedls,and declares the Caufes of feve- 
ral forts of Thermometers. 

Th e tenth, mentions a very paradoxical Experiment of Franc. 

Lane. 

The eleventh ,reprefents and reduces to its principles the Force 
of Mechanical Powers, particularly that of a certain flender 
wooden Engin, which he faith was of fuch a power, that a 
Child of two years old , turning the handle thereof, did in his 
prefence lift up a weight of r 00 1 , and at another time, a weight of 
xoo i. The 
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The twelfth, difcourles of an Ar t,both of writing any thing in a- 
ny Tongue, to be read and underffood by any Nation of what Lan¬ 
guage foever, and of reading and undemanding any thing written 
in any Tongue. 

The thirteenth , contains fome confiderabie Effedfs and Experi¬ 
ments of the Jirpump, partly made by others, partly faid by 
our Author to have been devifed and tryed by himfelf; ali redu¬ 
ced to their proper Caufes. 

Th z fourteenth, declareth the Ufes and Reafons of the EfFefts of 
Hygrometers and Chronometers. 

The fifteenth , explains the ftrudiure of Microfcopes and 
Te’efcopes, comprobating their EfFefls from many Obfervati- 
ons. 

Th tlafi, exhibits divers pleafant Spectacles of a portable dark- 
ned Room, and of a Catoptro-Dioptrical Lantern, adding the 
genuio Reafons of them; and for an appendix fubjoyns his new,as 
he efteems it, Perpetual Almanack, comprehending not only the 
Iilfeioveable Feafls fixed to certain days of the Months, butalfo 
the Moveable ones, of Eafter, Pentecofi, and the reft depending 
from them; as alfo the Motions of the Sun and Moon through the 
twelve celeftial Signs, together with the Moons mcnftrua! increa- 
fes and decreafes,^. 

Havingdifpatched this, he takes notice, that reflecting upon 
what he bad done and difcoarfed in the former Papers,he found it 
not amifs to write fome Appendixes to the Fflays before recited, 
fupplying therein partly, what in his Philofophica! Coliedg had 
been by word of mouth noted in reference to the above-mentioned 
phenomena and conclufions; partly , what had been thought fit to 
add to them by way of jlluftratioo, upon a fecond perufal and ex¬ 
amination of the fame. 

And in this part h efirft difcourfes more particularly of the di¬ 
ving Engin and Divers; and then, of rhe Weight of the Air, ac¬ 
knowledged by ji\fijlotle himfelf to gravitate in its own place; al¬ 
ledging for that purpofe outofr.4.of his 4 th.Bcek de C*!o, thefe 
remarkable words;!* tJ yytf vmt* 1 /h *vfo( t ^ 5 

A ip i <rnf(t!ey Ji, tri 1 \kh i mipjt iisv.li 7 * yj.yv. Thirdly , 

of the HyUnhical principle of Dr Henry Mvor, which he exa- 
mins ; alledging, not to have yet feen what he hears W.Boyle hath 
written upon that Argument in Englifh. Fourthly, of the new 
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Pocket-watches, equivalent to Pendulum.Clocks; of which fee 
Numb. 112. of thefe Trails. To which are added many other par¬ 
ticulars,which cannot be all taken notice of here j we fjball only 
note further, that our Author in this part of his Eook gives to 
thofe perfons , to whom he profefles himfelf obliged for their no¬ 
ble Experiments, and judicious Ratiocinations, more par' 
ticularly their refpe&ive dues, than he had done in the firft 
part. 

Ilf. ENGLAND’S IMPROVEMENTS, in tm 
parts, See. by Roger Cook, London 1675. in 4#. 


Author, appearing to be of a very publick Spirit,feems 

§_ to have fpem a great part of his Life in confidering the 
ways of furthering the Publick Welfare of his Native Country, 
and in enquiring, for that end, into the prefent Stateof England, 
compared with other Countries: For,finding that mens bufinefs 
generally relates to, and arrives at, their Individual either profit 
or reputation,and that thefe are fo intended by them, that their 
whole life is hardly enough to anfwer the defires running out for 
the one or the other, and that therefore a third perfon is neceffary 
to undertake a bufinefs of fo publick a nature ■, he refolved to 
fet himfelf a part for fuch a work, as may make it out to confi- 
dering men,that without Freedom of Trade,the Trade and Strength 
of a Nation cannot be rendered confiderable $ removing,before he 
enters upon the matter, that vulgar Objc&ion, as if Trade and 
Commerce could, and muff, only fiounfli in popular Govern¬ 
ments. 

Now this Piece confifls of two Parts : fn the former is difeour* 
fed , How the Kingdom of Englandnvsy be improved in Strength, 
Employment, Wealth and Trade,by increafing the Value of Lands; 
the Revenueofthe Crown and Church ; Peace and Amity with 
Forreign Nations, without any Charge to the SebjecV. In the lat¬ 
ter is reprefented , How the Navigation of England may be increa- 
fed, and theSoveraignty of the Britif/j Seas more fecured to the 
Crown of Eughnd. 

What thisGentleman hath performed in thefe Weighty points, 
we muft not preterite to judge, but leave that to the Impartial 
and Judicious Reader to determine. IV.The 
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IV. The COLLEDGEcf PHYSICIANS VINDICATED, and 
the TRUE STATE of PBTSICK in this Nation faithfully 
represented, See. by Charles Goodall, M. D. London ,for 
Walter Kitte'iby at the Sign of the Bilhop’s head in St. Paul’s 
Churchyard, 1676, in So. 


' rr 1'"'HlS Vindication of the eminently learned Colledge of Phy 
fitians of London from the Imputations lately charged up¬ 
on them in a Paper, entituled the Corner Stone, See. conlifts of 
three parts,anfwering to as many Heads,as the Objections of their 
Adverfaries are reducible unto; viz. 1. That iht* faid Colledg is 
not eftablilhed by Law. 2. That the Proceedings of the fame a- 
gainft Empiricks and Unlicenfed perfons is oppreflive. 3. That 
the Phyficians educated in Univerficies, and particularly the (aid 
Colledg have been the great Hinderers of the Art of Phyfick,and 
more especially of that of Chymiftry. 

Of the Anfwers to thefe three Accufations we fiball pafs by 
thofe that relate to the twofirft, as being of a Juridical Nature, and 
confequently not belonging to the cognifance of thefe Trails '. 
Bat the Anfwer to the third Ob/eflion, v\ hereby we are by the 
.Learned and Ingenious Author enabled ro underhand the real 
Advantages of a regular lnftitution of Methodical Practice, and 
the Danger of mere Empirical Adminiftrations, we cannot but 
rake notice of} forafimich as by fhewing, that the faid Colledge 
with thofe other Learned Phyficians educated in Academies, have 
not been hinderers, bat the principal Promoters of the Art of 
Phyfick in Anatomy, Chymiftry, and the Method of Curing ; by 
fhewing this, 1 fay, our Author delivers many confiderable parti¬ 
culars, relating to thofe three main Pillars of the Medical Art: 
As fir ft, that fomething hath been done in Anatomy, both by Anti- 
ents and Moderns, that hath conduced to the better Cure of Di- 
feafes. Secondly, that the Moderns have improv’d the Anatomick 
part of Phyfick by their late difeoveries. that Chymiftry 

bath been praftifed by fome of the greateft Anatomifts and Pra-, 
Ctifecs of our Age; of whom he names Dr. Willis , Dr. Sylvius , 
Dr. Eorrichius, Dr. Dimmerbroeck , Dr. Daniel Cox, Fourthly, 
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that the Noble Art of Chymiftry owes its chief advancement to 
Phyfitians of Acadeniick Education and to Collegiate Members, 
fueh as Mynjuht, Beguimcs , Hartman , Grulingius, Horjlius, 
Sehroderus, Quercetin, May erne, Zrvelfer , Beecher us, Lange lot, 
Borrichius, Du Clos , Bugeley, Goddart , Merret, befides 

thofeaforemention’d. Fifthly , that, whereas the Accufer will 
not allow the London^Col ledge of Phyficians any one particular 
improvement of the Art of Phyfick, our Anfiverer fbews,i.That 
thofe Doftrines which can acquaint us with the real conftituenc 
Principles of the Blood, and other humors and recrements of hu¬ 
man Bodies, andwith their various preternatural affeftions,muft of 
neceflity conduce to the improvement of the Pra&ice of Phyfick. 
2. That there was a particular improvement made in the Jrt of 
Curing, by Dr . Glijfon, Dr. Bates, and Dv.Regemorter,by curing 
the Rickets. 

As for the Ufefulnefs and Neceflity of Method in the Cure of 
Difeafes, wefljall not herefpeak ofit, butreferr to the Author 
bimfeif. 
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